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F
or many connois,eur., and collec1ors clm,sical Chinese furni1ure exemplifies a bygone era
-1he leiMm.:ly ar1is1ic pursuits of 1be literati or a life of grandeur conducted behind the high
walb of a palace compound. With its elegant lines and �upcrb craftsmanship. however. 

furniture from 1hc Ming and earl) Qing periods also confonm to the highel>t principle, of modem 
de,ign. In the la�t fifty )Car... it:. beauty, strengll) and durnbilit) have begun to appeal to a" icier 
audience. an audience unfonunately often confused by thescarcity of information relating to this 
area of Chinese an. Thb issue of Orie111a1io11s bringi. togcll1er a collection of papers delivered 
in Hong Kong at 1hc Dr S. Y. Yip Symposium on Classic Chinese Fumi1ure wi1h the intemion of 
making the laiest literary and sciemific research in rhe field more immediately accessible. From 
an analysis of the way furniture was perceived by scvcmecmh cemury book illu,trators to a look 
al some of 1he way, in \\ hich 1hc un11, ary purchaser might be dl!ceived by clever rccon,truction, 
or forgeries. the,e articles will be of interest to thel>peciali. t and non ,pcciali�, alike. Hopeful!) 
they will also stimulate funher interest in these magnificent pieces. which according 10 Wang 
Shixiang ·shine so brightly long after the sun has set·. 

Paper s from the Or S.Y. Yip Symposium on Classic Chinese Furniture: 

Additional Examples of Classical Chinese Furniture 

Ming Furniture 
Some Examples of Fakes and Forgeries and 
TI1cir Methods of Detection 

The ovel Jin Ping Mei as a Source for the Study 
of Ming Furniture 

An Early Treatise on Furniture Making 
The Lu Ban Jing 

Examples of ling Furniture in American 
Collections Forn,ed Prior to 1980

Appraisal of Ming Furni1ure 

Recent Acquisi1ion and Project of 
the Museum of Classical Chinese Furniwre 

The Elegant Vagabond: 
The Chinese Folding Armchair 

Book Review 

Report from Hong Kong 
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